
CITY OF CLEVELAND, TN 
DEVELOPMENT AND ENGINEERING 
RESIDENTIAL INSPECTION CHECKLIST 

Please note:  This list is not inclusive of all items that may require inspection.  Failure to be ready for a requested 

inspection may result in a re-inspection fee.  In a Special Flood Hazard Area, all provisions of the municipal code and 

Flood-Resistant construction must be followed. 

FOUNDATION WALLS: 
 

1. All plumbing through foundation walls must be sleeved two pipe sizes larger than the pipe that will pass through it.  

(IRC P2603.4) 

2. Footings shall project beyond the face of the foundation wall at least 2 inches, but not more than the thickness of the 

footing.  (IRC R403.1.1) 

3. Top of the wall will project a minimum of 6” above finished grade,  4” where masonry veneer is installed.  (R404.1.6) 

4. Foundation anchorage that must be embedded in foundation wall prior to wall framing above must be installed and 

visible.  Sill/sole plate shall not be installed at this time so proper embedment can be inspected.  The foundation wall 

inspection is to verify embedment only – see Framing Inspection Checklist for proper installation instructions and 

spacing of all foundation anchorage.  Anchorage will be inspected again at the framing inspection to ensure that all 

requirements have been met. 

5. Anchor bolts (minimum ½”) shall be embedded a minimum 7 inches into concrete or fully grouted cell of concrete 

masonry unit.  Masonry cell shall be grouted a minimum of one block course deep.  Installation in grout key or mortar 

joint is not permitted.  (R403.1.6) 

6. Crawlspace openings shall be provided for as required.  See Framing Inspection Checklist for ventilation requirements. 

7. Waterproofing/dampproofing of foundation exterior walls required.  (R406.1, R406.2) 

8. Engineered foundation walls shall have design criteria available for inspector prior to or at time of inspection. 

*The following requirements apply to all foundation walls that are not engineered and are over 4’ in height.  These 
include concrete block and poured concrete walls.  These charts specify when reinforcement is required, and the 
specifications for reinforcement placement.  The depth of the unbalanced backfill refers to the amount of soil that will 
be against the foundation walls below grade, and must be known to determine what level of reinforcement is 
required. 

For concrete block foundation walls over 4’ in height, the following table shall be used to determine the required width 
of walls without reinforcement.  For soil type, assume the middle column of soil classes, unless a soils test is required 
and shows otherwise: 
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(Diagram for reference of terms)
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If reinforcement is required, the following chart specifies the rebar sizing and spacing for nominal 8” concrete block 

walls (assume middle column if soil class unknown).  For 10” and 12” concrete block walls, consult IRC Tables R404.1.1(3) 

& R404.1.1(4), or contact the office to request this information: 

 

For poured concrete walls, the following chart specifies the minimum horizontal reinforcement required:      
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The following chart specifies the minimum required vertical reinforcement for all sizes of poured concrete walls:

 


